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Our Strategy:
• Improve the evidence base that is 

necessary for better agricultural 
investment and policy decisions. 

• Support analysis, outreach, and 
advocacy for evidence-based 
decision-making.

• Invest across the “policy wheel”:
� Data and statistics
� Research and analysis
� Advocacy and policy change 
� Policy implementation
� Impact and learning
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Grantmaking Priorities:
• Sub-Saharan Africa:

� Support improved enabling environment 
for agricultural productivity growth

� Mobilize investment in agriculture
• South Asia:

� Promote rural growth and improved 
nutrition in lagging regions

• Cross-cutting:
� Improve risk management strategies 

for smallholders
� Respond to emerging trends

34

Policy and Statistics

© 2009 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation     | 

Representative Grants:
• Harvest Choice (IFPRI)—to support strategic investment choices in 

agricultural technology development using a state-of-the-art model integrating 
geospatial data on agricultural production, market and trade information, and human 
welfare. 

• Living Standards Measurement Study (World Bank)—to support nationally 
representative household survey panels with detailed agricultural modules in seven 
sub-Saharan African countries.

• Biofuels and the Poor (Stanford University)—to model the impacts of 
biofuels on the poor globally and in select case countries in sub-Saharan Africa and 
South Asia.

• Country Stat (FAO)—to construct nationally owned and harmonized 
platforms for agricultural statistics at the sub-national level in 17 African countries.

• Vulnerability Assessment and Mapping (WFP)—to conduct food security 
assessments and monitoring in 16 sub-Saharan African countries.
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Approach
• $6 million for five years
• Pan-African master’s program involving 12 universities
• Graduates targeted for employment in government 

ministries, research institutes, NGOs, and agribusiness
• Strengthen network for agricultural economics research.
• Upgrade teaching and research capacity at weaker 

universities.

Expected Outputs and Outcomes:
• 282 MSc graduates across three cohorts
• Cadre of African professionals with tools and knowledge to improve African 

agricultural policy
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Grant Profile: “Masters’ in Agricultural and Applied 
Economics,” African Economic Research Consortium
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Our Work in Context
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Our team brings both deep experience and fresh 
perspectives.
• Agricultural and other kinds of expertise
• Lab and field experience
• Commitment to listening, learning, and collaborating
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Our Team
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Key factors that inform and affect our work:
• Environmental sustainability
• Climate change
• Population growth / rising food demand
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Challenges and Risks
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Developing countries are making 
progress
•Poverty rates down
•Improved governance

Science and technology
•Applying technology to small farmers’
challenges
•Mobile phone revolution

Renewed attention to hunger, 
poverty,
and agriculture 
•The MDGs and CAADP
•Increased media coverage and financial 
commitments to agriculture
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Reasons for Optimism
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Thank You


